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Christ in Majesty 
The gift of a Catholic education is one that can never be underestimated. As seen on the 
cover, our new iconic mural, Christ in Majesty, greets our children each day as they pass under 
the welcoming arms of the Lord. It is an image of mercy freely given to each child, teacher, 
and parent of our school. We desire each child to remember that the wounds they suffer were 
once suffered by the One who redeemed them, and that He walks with them in their joys and 
sufferings in the halls of St. Croix Catholic. We cannot be grateful enough to Mr. Nick 
Markell, the master iconographer of this great work and of his iconographers guild in the St. 
Croix Valley. It is one of the many gifts that keep on giving through the years! 
 
Each of us finds our fulfillment in making a generous gift of 
one’s time, talent, or treasure. What is the legacy you are called to 
give to generations of young leaders at St. Croix Catholic? Have 
you considered if the financial gifts you make match your  
values?  This summer this Dominican Sisters are hosting the first 
of what we hope are regular gatherings at our convent for those 
who wish to further explore leaving legacies through bequests in 
wills and other forms of planned giving.  Please join us at the 
convent, located just north of Stillwater, on July 12. (Please 
RSVP by July 9 so that we might plan refreshments and materials 
for the correct number.) 2016 will mark the 160th anniversary of Catholic education in  
Stillwater. Established even before the town of Stillwater, our Catholic community has a rich 
heritage and a bright future. Please help us celebrate next summer. We are forming an   
Anniversary Planning Committee; please contact me if you are interested. 
 
Great news for alumni!  We are so pleased to offer for the first time ever, Alumni Grants to 
parents who are alumni of SCCS and are enrolling a new student in school year 2015-2016, 
page 6. We are enrolling right now—call us!  We’re very excited to be able to offer this oppor-
tunity that will help our community continue the legacy of multi-generational families. Finally, 
we can never say thank you enough to our benefactors, pages 10-11. Without you, this  
mission simply would not be possible. Thank you for the sacrifices you have made so that 
others may grow to lead our world to a better place!  

Principal’s Message 
Dear Friends of St. Croix Catholic,  

 

stcroixcatholic.org | LEGACY — A JOURNAL OF ST. CROIX CATHOLIC SCHOOL | 3     

Christ in Majesty 
On May 13, the St. Croix Catholic Iconographers Guild gifted a 
12’6” x 7’1” handcrafted iconic mural entitled Christ in Majesty to 
the St. Croix Catholic School community. The work, completed 
in four months by a team of nine led by local Master Iconogra-
pher, Nicholas Markell, is meant to portray the strength that one 
gains by being a believer in Jesus Christ. Placed strategically at the 
top of a stairwell leading into the intermediate and middle school 
areas of the school, Sister Mary Juliana, the school’s principal, 
shared at the May unveiling and blessing ceremony, “It is our hope that as our young people walk through this portal, they 

will be reinforced with Christ’s cross. Because of our faith, we know Christ will come 
again. He will walk with us again. This reality should give us all a sense of hope.”  

“Iconography differs from art in that it is not so much an image of the natural world 
as a window into the spiritual world.  Icons depict not so much what we see, but what 
we believe,” explains Markell. “Iconography is a visual vocabulary. Theologians use 
words to communicate the faith; iconographers use images. In the case of the Christ in 
Majesty work, it communicates our belief that Christ is King, and nothing of this world 
will stand between us and the eternal salvation He offers.”   

Borne in the Early Church, this ancient Byzantine art form was de-emphasized during 
the centuries-long split between Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic (Western) 
practices. Pope John Paul II is credited in part for its revival, and revitalization has 
indeed taken hold. Less than a year old, the St. Croix Catholic Iconographers Guild 

has grown to 41 members. Founder Judy Symalla, herself a newcomer to this ancient art form, explains the attraction. “I love 
the art, but the spirituality is what has really drawn me in. This communal project – now a gift to our Catholic school – was a 
deeply spiritual experience for all participants. Nick does an incredible job of explaining the practical reason and theological 
meaning behind every intentional step of the process. For example, egg tempera and various other natural elements are  
applied in certain manner so as to create a sense of light coming from within, just as our own light of faith comes from 
within. There are so many dimensions to this faith-building experience. It’s truly life-changing.” 

“Life changing” is exactly the result that Markell hoped for as he embarked on his iconography career some 25 years ago  
after contemplating how to blend his artistic talents and a spiritual calling. Markell explains, “Iconography is a process that 

God is using to make us anew.  Our Guild’s logo includes the words, ‘Remember our future.’  
As we go through the process of creating an icon, illuminating one light after another, we  
remember that we, too, are called to become icons. Slowly but surely through this life, we are  
being reconciled to God so that we can be one Him.”   

View the four-month icon creation process on Facebook: St. Croix Catholic Iconographers Guild.   

“It is our hope that as our young people walk through this  
portal, they will be reinforced with Christ’s cross.”  

- Sr. Mary Juliana, Principal 
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 Your Life, Your Legacy 
Ensuring Your Values live on  
How can you ensure that your values will live on after you pass away?  
You can take steps today to document how you wish to be remembered by creating an Ethical Will.  

St. Croix Catholic School and the Catholic Community Foundation, managers of the St. Croix Catholic School  
Endowment Fund, host occasional gatherings to provide benefactors the opportunity to learn more about ethical wills 
and how these tools can inform your estate plans. Catholic Community Foundation can also help you  
exercise your charitable giving to support Catholic education and other causes close to your heart.  
 
You’ll have a chance to consider significant questions such as:  
† How is the world better because I lived? 
† How can I pass on my values to future generations? 
† How do my values influence my charitable giving decisions? 
 
Please join us for our next gathering:  
Ethical Wills and Estate Plans 
Sunday, July 12, 2015 
1:00—2:30 pm  
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecelia Convent, 10711 Penfield Avenue Circle North, Stillwater, MN 
Enjoy light refreshments and an informative presentation 
Please RSVP to Sister Mary Juliana:  srmaryjuliana@stccs.com or 651.439.5581 x238 

“My late wife, Putt, and I have had three children and five grandchildren attend St. Croix Catholic School, and 

strongly support Catholic education. We have designated part of our estate to support and increase the SCCS En-

dowment Fund. We have made this commitment to continue the rich tradition of Catholic education here in Stillwa-

ter and to show our gratitude  to the generations who came before us and sacrificed so that Catholic education was 

possible for our children and grandchildren. It is our hope that many more Catholics will consider supporting the 

SCCS Endowment Fund through their estates. Making a gift to the Endowment Fund is truly a lasting gift. None of 

the donation is spent;  only a small portion of the earnings are used as annual income. This way, the fund continues 

to grow in perpetuity. It is our hope that  with a strong Endowment Fund, no child will be turned away from the gift 

of a Catholic education.”  Ed Kiolbasa, father and grandfather of SCCS alumni and a current student 
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Hail Mary, Full of Grace 
Rosary path installed 

Under the direction of St. Croix Catholic’s art teacher, Mrs. Pam Fioritto, the 2015 8th grade graduating class created 59 
mosaic stepping stones, representing the beads of the rosary. “Each stone is as unique as the student who created it,” noted 
Mrs. Fioritto. “Some are defined, some abstract, some even include objects of meaning from their days here at SCCS.”  
Principal Sister Mary Juliana adds, “It is very fitting that this is the class was chosen to help transform this rather plain area 
into a beautiful meditative path. Like this area, this class has undergone an amazing transformation. At the beginning of 
their 8th grade year, we challenged the students to look inward to learn and accept their God-given temperament, recogniz-
ing their strengths and weaknesses and those of their peers. Through the nine months of the school year, we witnessed the 
painfully shy stepping forward into leadership roles; the bold stepping back and letting others shine. The most wonderful 
formation has been that they seemed to understand that all they do, they do for the glory of God.  This will be a wonderful 
place for these young leaders to continue to come back to and reflect on the greatness God has in store for  them.”   

We are grateful to Schifsky Landscaping for the design of the rosary path, 
winding around the statue of Mary, and to the Junior Legion of Mary  
volunteers for countless hours of planting. The rosary path is a wonderful 
addition to the Bishop John LeVoir Legacy Garden, established in  
Summer 2014 as a place to recognize donors of our Endowment Fund 
and an outdoor atrium for the community.  All are invited to come and 
pray the rosary path and enjoy the garden at any time. 

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love You.   
I beg pardon of You for those who do not believe, do not adore,  

do not hope, and do not love You.  
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 Alumni Grant Opens Doors 

160th Anniversary 
2016 marks the 160th anniversary of Catholic education in  

Stillwater. Through the faith and determination of the earliest 
immigrants, Catholic Education was active in Stillwater even 

before the official founding of the town! Plan to join us as we 
celebrate this rich history — and an incredibly bright future.  

We have so much to be thankful for. Mark your calendar to join 
us next summer—2016.  Planning is underway. Be sure to 

“Like” our Facebook page and visit often for updates.  We are 
adding a feature for ALUMNI TO POST NEWS AND PHOTOS!  Please contact Camille Kiolbasa, ckiolbasa@stccs.com or 

651.439.5581 x310 if you would like to help plan the celebratory events for Summer 2016. We are also seeking photos and 
other memorabilia.  Please help make this a memorable event. 

Realizing that a growing number of today’s young families are facing tuition levels beyond their 

means, benefactors of St. Croix Catholic School collectively joined efforts in Spring 2015 to  
establish the St. Croix Catholic School Alumni Grant. 

Starting with school year 2015-2016, a $1,000 tuition grant for the first year a child is  
enrolled at St. Croix Catholic School in any grade K – 8 will be made to parents who are alumni 

of St. Croix Catholic School. No application is required for the grant; only proof of parent 
alumni status is necessary. A $500 tuition grant will also be awarded to the family for the 

child’s second year tuition at St. Croix Catholic School if the family is current on their tuition 
payments. The Alumni Grant does not extend beyond Year 2. 

 
This grant is separate from and does not affect any other form of discount or tuition assistance.  

It is purely a collective gift from benefactors of St. Croix Catholic School in hopes that the 
school’s legacy of being the “home” of multi-generational families will continue for years to 

come. Should an alumnus decide that he or she is not in need of this gift, it may be  
reserved within the Alumni Grant program for other alumni families to access.  

New for 2015-2016 school year, the SCCS Alumni Grant provides  
direct support to parents who are alumni of St. Croix Catholic School, 
thus continuing the school’s rich legacy of forming generations of  
Confident, Compassionate, Christ-centered Leaders.   

Enrolling now for 2015-2016 
If you or someone you know could benefit from this new Alumni Grant program, please 

contact Diane Polley, 651.439.5581 x236 or dpolley@stccs.com. 

Benefactors wishing to donate to this effort may contact Development Director Camille 

Kiolbasa, 651.439.5581 x310 or ckiolbasa@stccs.com. 
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This spring, the community celebrated the legacies 

of two beautiful ladies,  known to the little ones as 
“Miss Millie,” and “Miss Cheryl.”  Millie Bruning 

served as  our school nurse and receptionist. Cheryl 
Olsen was one of the founders of our Ark of Angel 

Preschool. We are so grateful for all they did for our 
community and we wish them well in their new 

chapters of life.  

This spring, we also celebrated the legacy of Father Michael Miller, parochial  

administrator of St. Croix Catholic School and Pastor of the Churches of St. Mary 
and St. Michael for the past six and one-half years. Fr. Miller has been reassigned 

to two new parishes near Jordan, MN, in close proximity to the beloved farm he 
grew up on. Father has many gifts, and we are grateful for all he did for our com-

munity. On the last day of school at the final school Mass, students presented  
Fr. Miller with an all-school photo, enlarged to fit in a frame that every student of 

the school signed in appreciation for Father’s many good works.     

A New Chapter! 

This summer, we welcome 

Father Michael Izen as  
canonical administrator of 

St. Croix Catholic School and 
pastor of the Churches of  

St. Mary and St. Michael. 

Father Jake Anderson,  

recently ordained, will serve 
as parochial administrator of 

the community. 

Visit www.stcroixcatholic.org 

and Facebook:stcroixcatholic  
for updates and photos. 

Leaving a Legacy
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Mrs “E” ‘90 
“In 1986, when I was sitting in Mrs. Kindseth's fourth grade class, I wanted to be a 
teacher.  I often thought, ‘Wouldn't it be funny if I taught fourth grade here, just like 
Mrs. Kindseth?’ During my high school years, I dismissed the idea of teaching to pursue 
something...else.  I wasn't sure what my career would look like, but I definitely was not 
going to be a teacher.  It took me a long time to open my ears and realize what God was 
saying. I often think if He had just sent me a postcard, it would have been easier for both 
of us.” 

Just as God had planned, Sonia Tatroe Eberspacher, 1990 graduate of St. Croix Catholic 
School, is now back at her alma mater teaching fourth grade. 

Affectionately known as “Mrs. E” because, as she explains to her fourth graders, “When 
you say ‘E,’ you smile, but when you try to say E-b-e-r-s-p-a-c-h-e-r, you frown,” the 
investment Mrs. E has made in answering God’s call is apparent and genuine. “I could 
tell from Day #1 that Mrs. E was truly invested in her students,” shares Molly Kra-
kowski, mother of Max who just completed fourth grade. “At the beginning of the year, 
she asked all the parents to write her a letter describing their children, asking what works 
best in teaching and communicating with them. She basically wanted to know what 
makes each kid tick. She wasn't teaching a classroom; she was teaching 19 individuals, 
and she was determined to see them succeed.”  

Krakowski marvels at how that commitment to the individual child steadfastly continued 
throughout the year, “Mrs. E would send home I Saw God in You notes each week, 
with special messages such as, ‘You worked hard to do your best work on your story for 
reading. God loves it when we do our best.’  Max has these notes everywhere - hidden in 
his bed, in his desk drawer, used as book marks. He even brought a couple up to the 
cabin! With those notes, he can bring Mrs. E and God with him wherever he goes!”  

Mrs. E seems to have found her stride in Fourth Grade. “Fourth graders are great  
because their minds just seem to be ready to follow any new adventure you throw at 

them. They are independent, but are still happy to ask questions and accept a guiding hand.  They are just beginning to see 
gray areas and are wanting to use their energy for good in the world.  Plus they laugh at my jokes.  Sometimes.” 

Sonia married Jeff Eberspacher in 2000 and the couple has three boys, all of whom will be students at SCCS in the fall,  
Kindergarten, Fourth Grade, and Sixth Grade.  Motherhood, too appears to be part of God’s plan. Mrs. E reflects, “I love 
being a mom, and it has definitely helped me to be a better teacher.  When I am sitting across from parents at conferences,  
I know many of their fears and worries, because I share them for my own children.”  

Teacher Feature 

Grandparent’s and Special Friend’s Day 

“You worked hard to do 
your best work on your 

story for reading.  
God loves it when we do 

our best.” 

Mrs. E 
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This past school year, the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation awarded St. Croix Catholic a  
$30,000 grant to implement a new virtues-based leadership program in its middle school. This leadership  
formation program, entitled Created for Greatness, is borne out of the realization that the middle school years  
are critical to forming life-long habits, and it is these formative years in which a young person is ripe for intentional growth 
of specific virtues. The overarching goal of this virtues-building program is to help students master their environment rather 
than allowing their environment to master them. One key area will be the students’ interaction with technology. Through the 
funds received from the grant, the school acquired Chromebook tablets for 7th and 8th grade students for a pilot program 
this spring, with the intention of rolling out all middle 
school students (6th, 7th, and 8th) in fall. Religion instruc-
tor, Sister Grace Dominic Hargadon and history instructor, 
Emmi Santos, introduced the students to virtuous use of 
technology this spring. 
 

Sr. Grace Dominic reflected on this year’s pilot program. 

What was the goal of the pilot?  
The goal of the pilot was to introduce technology into the 
classroom in a gradual manner to ensure that the content 
of the lesson was still the focus, with technology engaged 
as an enhancement, rather than teaching a lesson strictly 
for the sake of using technology.  Another primary goal 
was to ensure that technology was being used in a respon-
sible and virtuous manner by the students, and to provide 
guidelines for Internet etiquette, virtuous use, and safety. 

Was this spring’s pilot program successful?  
I believe it was very successful. One example is that the 
students were more engaged in lessons in which the  
technology was utilized and the teacher had more proof that students were on task and grappling with the content as 
seen through the quality of responses. Another example of success came through student surveys that polled the students on 
questions about engagement, misuse of technology, and further training they may need. These polls showed that no misuse 
was happening and that the students were really pleased with the new level of engagement and responsibility given to them.   

How did the students use the Chromebooks during this pilot and how will they use them going forward? 
During this pilot phase, the students used Chromebook tablets in various manners. Students used them to turn in work in a 
more accessible format, take advantage of the opportunity for peer reviewing and editing, and collaborate on large, multi-
faceted projects. Chromebooks and the Google environment are especially useful for group assignments; a few projects  
required that students use Scripture to find various elements that I was looking for and to fill in a chart of information.  
Each group was assigned one row to fill in, and by the end of the class, all students had a completed chart to use for  
studying without having to copy all the information from the board. I also used Chromebooks to have the students do  
warm-up activities as they came into class.  I would have them read a section of the YouCat (Youth Catechsim) that related 
to the topic of class for the day and they would reflect on questions in order to be prepared for class discussion. 

In building this program, St. Croix Catholic School formed a partnership with the world-renowned Havard Virtuous Leader-
ship Institute (www.hvli.org). HVLI offers virtuous leadership training to business executives and university students world-
wide. This leadership model, Created for Greatness,  is the first of its kind to be aimed at the middle school student. It will be 
tested and proven at St. Croix Catholic School, and eventually shared worldwide. Learn more at www.stcroixcatholic.org.   

A different approach to technology 

We believe that instilling habits of virtue during this highly influential middle school age can set the tone for one’s entire life.” 
Sr. Mary Juliana, O.P., Principal  

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10
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Gary and Mary Williams 
Paul and Anne Williams 

Lee and Darcy Winter 
Daniel and Shelly Windett 

Leng and Gloria Wong 
Deborah Worthington 

Tony and Sara Yocum 
Brian and Kim York 

Eric and Nikki Zawislak 

Ron and Janet Zitzow 
Robert Zoller 

Chris Zupfer 

We extend our most heartfelt appreciation to the following individual benefactors whose generosity makes possible the mission of St. Croix Catholic School.  

This acknowledgement reflects gifts received from individuals in support of the Endowment Fund, Tuition Assistance Fund, Technology Fund, Principal’s Discretionary Fund, and 
the Zach Sobiech Music Scholarship Fund from June 1, 2014  through May 31, 2015.  We are equally as grateful to all the businesses who support our mission through event  

sponsorships, gift matching, in-kind donations, etc. Acknowledgements of these gifts are associated with the events and on the school’s website: www.stcroixcatholic.org.  

Linda Markowitz 

Frank and Jean Matschina 
Brian Mauer 

Marilyn McAlpine 
Mary McDonough 

JJ and Regina McElwain 
Joe and Paula McGrath 

Kevin and Cindi McGrath 
Bob McKenna 

Dan and Jennifer Medley 
Len and Marie Meissner 

Michael and Dionne Meister-
ling  

Barry and Barbara Melchoir 
Steven and Jessica Meletiou 

David Meyer 
Mary Meyer 

Peter Mielke  
Mark and Joan Mikkelson 

Steve and Terry Mikutowski 

John and Sue Miller 
Arland Moorhouse 

Christopher Moosbrugger 
Phillip and Karen Moosbrugger 

Alan and Patti Morrison 
Stanley and Nancy Mosack 

Kathryn Mullally 
Bill and Sandy Murphy 

Susan Murray 
Richard and Frances Myran 

Andrew and Katie Nath 
John and Sharon Navin 

Carol Nelson 
Wally and Karen Nelson 

Carol Nichols 
Elizabeth Nolde 

John and Angela Nolde 
John and Marianne Nolde 

Michael and Jaana Nystrom 

A. Craig and Maureen O’Brien 
Joseph O’Brien 

Marge O’Brien 
Mike and Deb O’Brien 



stcroixcatholic.org | LEGACY — A JOURNAL OF ST. CROIX CATHOLIC SCHOOL |12 

 

 

St. Croix Catholic School  
621 South Third Street 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

ckiolbasa@stccs.com 

Please send any change of 
address or discontinuation 
notices. Thank you! 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Connect with us! 
Facebook.com/stcroixcatholic.org 

 
17th Annual SCCS Golf Tournament 

Saturday, August 15, 2015 
Applewood Hills Golf Course 

 

Check in 4:00 p.m.  
Shotgun Start 4:30 p.m.  

Easy, scramble format—perfect for “Non” golfers and experienced golfers alike. 

 

Happy Hour * Dinner * Silent Auction * Wine Grab— 

and an opportunity to win a stay in the Bahamas! 
All in support of the SCCS Endowment Fund! 

Reservation forms available in St. Michael’s Atrium or at: www.stcroixcatholic.org 

Alumni, Parishioners, Local Businesses 

Please Join Us! 

Make Reservations Online 

www.stcroixcatholic.org 

 

or, call 651.439.5581 x310 

 

Hole Sponsorships available 
for businesses or families, 

and include golf and dinner 
for four. 

Email: ckiolbasa@stccs.com 
Web site: stcroixcatholic.org 

Phone: 651.439.5581  
Fax: 651.439.8360 


